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Networking and update  
for non-executive directors
Leadership

●● running a quoted company
●● the non-executive and executive distinction
●● how to support executives

Practice
●● ensure the market is informed
●● safety in accounting
●● what fund managers expect of non-execs

Board composition
●● are boards turning over too quickly?
●● executive search and selection
●● what companies look for in non-execs
●● latest recruitment trends
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EVENT CHAIR
Chris Searle
BDO

Barnaby Fry
MHP
Communications

Abigail Herron 
Aviva Investors

Damian Walsh
Heidrick  
& Struggles

9:00  Leadership: from the FTSE 100 to AIM
Keith Butler-Wheelhouse

9:30 Managing reputation through a crisis
Barnaby Fry MHP Communications

●● when is an issue a crisis?
●● the increased speed and spread of reputational damage
●● the rise of activism
●● your best defence

10:15  Accounting
Kaley Crossthwaite and Gavin Williamson, BDO

●● what is a fraud response plan?
●● why your firm needs one
●● what to include in your plan
●● what to avoid

11:00  Coffee

11:30  Asset manager expectations of NEDs
Abigail Herron, Head of Responsible Investment Engagement,  
Aviva Investors

●● how fund manager engagement with boards will change
●● how NEDs can represent shareholders
●● what companies do that keeps the investors awake at night
●● the questions investors may pose 
●● managing and protecting reputation

12:15  Recruiting onto listed companies
Damian Walsh, Heidrick & Struggles

●● contemporary issues in Corporate Governance
●● diversity
●● the competencies that companies are looking for
●● why a successful all-rounder is no longer enough
●● the market for NEDs

13:00  Lunch
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About Blackthorn Focus
Blackthorn Focus is a 

publications and events 
organisation dedicated to 

the financial markets.
Blackthorn Focus was 

incorporated in 2009 by 
David O’Hara.

Blackthorn Focus runs  
AIM Investor Focus, the 

investor access event for 
AIM-listed companies, 

private investors and fund 
managers.

The company is publisher of 
the online magazine  

AIM Prospector.
Mr O’Hara is a private 

investor. In 2012, a 
government epetition that 

he started, calling for an end 
to the ban on AIM shares in 
ISAs, was submitted to the 

Treasury.
In July 2013, the 

government announced that 
it was lifting the ban.

VENUE
BDO is at 55 Baker Street, London W1U 7EU, within five minutes of Baker Street 
station.

YOU CAN REGISTER BY:
Phone: +44 (0)20 3239 5437
email: conference@blackthornfocus.com
Post: Blackthorn Focus, 2nd Floor, 2 Woodberry Grove
London N12 0DR

DELEGATE DETAILS:
Name: .......................................................................................................................................

Position: ....................................................................................................................................

Company: ................................................................................................................................

Address:  ..................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................

........................................................Post Code:  ......................................................................

Phone: .......................................................Fax:  ......................................................................

email: ........................................................................................................................................

PAYMENT DETAILS:
Please debit my ❏●MasterCard  ❏●Visa  ❏●Amex £420.00 (inc. VAT)

Card No: 
                        

Expiry Date: 
    

 
 

Name of cardholder: ..............................................................................................................

Signature of cardholder: ........................................................................................................

Card billing address (if different from above):  ...................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................

........................................................Post Code:  ......................................................................

❏ Enclosed is a cheque for £420.00 [payable to Blackthorn Focus]
❏ Please invoice me
❏ FREE place (if one remains)

CANCELLATION POLICY
We will accept a substitute delegate should you be unable to attend. A charge of 50% 
of the registration will be made for cancellations made 4 weeks before the event. We 
reserve the right to make alterations to the programme if necessary.


